
The Sunset Review of the 

Executive Council of Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy Examiners, 

Texas Board of Physical Therapy Examiners 

Texas Board of Occupational Therapy Examiners 

 

The Sunset Advisory Commission (Commission) conducted a public hearing on June 23rd to take 

testimony on the Sunset Staff Report of the first wave of agencies and authorities currently under 

Sunset Review including the Executive Council of Physical Therapy and Occupational Therapy 

Examiners (Council), the Texas Board of Physical Therapy Examiners (PT Board), and the Texas Board 

of Occupational Therapy Examiners (OT Board). Representatives of the Council and both the PT and 

OT Boards provided testimony regarding the recommendations that were included in the report.  
                     

Highlights of the report include the following Key Recommendations:  
             

1.1 Discontinue the registration of physical and occupational therapy facilities and 

temporarily authorize the boards to expunge facility-related administrative violations from 

a licensee’s record  

2.1 Adopt the Physical Therapy Licensure Compact  

2.2 Provide clear statutory authority for licensure by endorsement  

3.2 Remove the boards’ authority to delegate to other entities the responsibility of 

approving continuing education and continuing competence while clarifying their authority 

to preapprove course providers  

3.3 Require the boards to conduct fingerprint-based criminal background checks of 

licensure applicants and licensees  

4.1 Continue the Texas Board of Physical Therapy Examiners and Texas Board of 

Occupational Therapy Examiners under the administration of the Executive Council of 

Physical and Occupational Therapy Examiners until 2029.  
 

At a Decision Meeting on August 22, 2016, the Commission deliberated on the staff report’s 

recommendations in light of the testimony from the public and voted on the recommendations that 

will form the basis of the Sunset bills for legislative consideration during the 2017 session.  
         

All of the Key Recommendations were adopted with the following exceptions: 
          

3.2 was modified to require the PT Board and the OT Board to adopt rules relating to the 

approval of continuing competence or continuing education courses inclusive of a request 

for proposal and bid process to be implemented within 12 months of passage and no less 

than once every four years thereafter. 

4.1 was removed from consideration pending a possible consolidation of several Boards 

under Sunset Review into one health occupations licensing agency. 
 

The Sunset staff will provide its final recommendation on whether or not to consolidate health 

occupations licensing boards or continue the boards for 12 more years by November 2016, with a 

hearing scheduled for December 8-9, 2016 and a decision meeting on January 11, 2017. 
              

For further information about the Sunset process, please visit the Commission’s website at 

https://www.sunset.texas.gov  

For Commission meeting information, visit https://www.sunset.texas.gov/meetings  

https://www.sunset.texas.gov/
https://www.sunset.texas.gov/meetings

